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President von Hindenburg in the early days of Dr. Briin-
ing's Government publicly stated that he was * the best
Reichschancellor since Bismarck'. Other German politi-
cians too were of the same opinion. For Bruning, at a time
when Germany was in ruins, succeeded in settling finally the
reparations question, and in producing harmony in internal
politics, the latter being something which had seldom been
accomplished before his day. There is perhaps nothing
which betrays the quality of Papen's political judgment so
surely as the fact that he fought Bruning by every means,
fair and foul, and finally overthrew him, and afterwards
devoted all his resources to helping Adolf Hitler to take over
the reins of power in Germany.
Dr. Heinrich Briining, the former secretary of the German
Catholic Trade Unions, had taken office in Germany in
March 1930. He was a slim man, almost slight, with the
face of an ascetic and the serious eyes of a man laden with
a heavy weight of responsibility. More a scholar than a
politician, he was very well read and cultured, fertile in
imagination, but too austere to be popular, too upright and
too unyielding to make many friends. Even when Briining
took over, the spectre of National Socialism was looming up
very menacingly. For three whole years the industrialists
had supported the National Socialist propaganda with almost
unlimited resources. The S.A., the party troops of the
National Socialists, had developed into a potentpower-factor
in the state side by side with the Reichswehr. The National
Socialist Party, the mixing bowl for conservatives and Right-
wing elements, was in violent opposition to Bnining, and so
of course were the Communists who,at that time took fourth
place in the Reichstag. Behind Dr. Briining stood his own
party, the Zentrum, a comparatively small section of the
Democratic Party and the German People's Party (Volks-
partei). Although for the salvation of German industry
during the world economic crisis he was compelled to pass
very unpopular anti-social measures, Briining knew how to
win the support of Social Democracy. As parliament, in
consequence of party schisms, was hardly a competent